ORDINANCE NO. 2025-04

AN ORDINANCE SPECIFICALLY FOCUSING ON
SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS FOR THE VILLAGE OF FORREST, ILLINOIS

WHEREAS, the Village of Forrest (the “Village™) is a municipal corporation in accordance with
Article VII, Section 6(a) of the Constitution of the State of Illinois of 1970; and

WHEREAS, the Village has the authority to adopt ordinances and to promulgate rules and
regulations that pertain to its government and affairs, and to review, interpret and amend its
ordinances, rules and regulations; and

WHEREAS, the Village President (the “President”) and the Board of Trustees of the Village
(the “Village Board” and with the President, the “Corporate Authorities”) are committed to
ensuring the health, safety and welfare of Village residents; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to 65 ILCS 5/1-1-1 et seq of the Illinois Municipal Code, the Village
Board is authorized to establish minimum standards governing the condition and maintenance of
buildings, structures, and other physical formations in so far as such condition and maintenance
may affect the public safety; and pursuant to Article 11, the Village may pass and enforce all
necessary Ordinances concerning public, health, safety, and welfare and may develop an official
comprehensive zoning plan and establish Ordinances for the enforcement of the same.

WHEREAS, the Village Board has determined it necessary to promote the public health, safety
and welfare of the people by creating and implementing a solar energy ordinance as it relates to
land use and structures; to protect the character and stability of the residence and business areas
within the Village of Forrest to promote the orderly and beneficial development of such areas in
conjunction with emerging renewable energy source of solar programs; to provide adequate
light, air, privacy and convenience of access to property; to regulate the intensity of the use of lot
areas and determine the area of open spaces surrounding buildings necessary to provide adequate
light, air and protection of the public health while allowing residents, if they choose, to install
renewable energy solar panels; to fix reasonable standards to which solar panels on the ground or
the rooftop may be installed; to prohibit uses of structures or buildings incompatible with the
character of development of intended use within specified zoning areas; to prevent additions to
or alternations of or remodeling of existing buildings or structures in such a way as to avoid the
restrictions imposed herein; and to conserve the taxable value of land and buildings throughout
the Village of Forrest;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF
TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF FORREST, LIVINGSTON COUNTY, ILLINOIS, as
follows:



SECTION 1: PURPOSE AND INTENT

A. Solar energy is a renewable and non-polluting energy resource that can prevent
fossil fuel emissions and reduce a municipalities energy load. Energy generated from solar
energy systems can be used to offset energy demand on the grid where excess solar power is
generated.

B. The use of solar energy equipment for the purpose of providing electricity and
energy for heating and/or cooling is an option to the residents of the Village and the Village
realizes the necessity and importance on supplementing its current zoning ordinance to include
regulations for residents relating to the installation and maintenance of solar energy systems.

SECTION 2: DEFINITIONS

A. Accessory. As applied to a building, structure, or use, one which is on the same
lot with, incidental to and subordinate to the main or principal structure or use and which is
used for purposes customarily incidental to the main or principal structure, or the main or
principal use.

B. Distributed generation installer. A person who has completed all requirements to
be certified by the State of Illinois and the Illinois Commerce Commission in order to install
renewable energy appliances and equipment.

C. Ground mount solar energy system. A solar energy system that is directly
installed into the ground and is not attached or affixed to an existing structure.

D. Solar energy. Radiant energy received from the sun that can be collected in the
form of heat or light by a solar collector.

E. Solar energy system (SES). The components and subsystems required to convert
solar energy into electric or thermal energy suitable for use. The area of the system includes all
the land inside the perimeter of the system, which extends to any fencing.

F. Personal solar energy system (PSES). Any device or combination of devices or
elements which rely upon direct sunlight as an energy source including but not limited to any
substance or device which collects sunlight for generating electricity for use on-site. However,
the energy output may be delivered to a power grid to offset the cost of energy on-site.

G. Solar panel. A device for the direct conversion of solar energy into electricity or
heat.

H. Structure mount solar energy system. A solar energy system in which solar
panels are mounted on a structure.

L. Solar Thermal System: Solar thermal systems directly heat water or other liquid
using sunlight. The heated liquid is used for such purposes as space heating and cooling,
domestic hot water, and heating pool water.



SECTION 3: APPLICABILITY

A. The requirements of this Ordinance shall apply to all residential solar energy
systems modified or installed after the effective date of this Ordinance.

B. Solar energy systems for which a valid permit has been properly issue or for
which installation has commenced prior to the effective date of this article shall not be required
to meet the requirements of this Ordinance.

C. All solar energy systems shall be designed, erected, and installed in accordance
with all applicable codes, regulations and standards.

D. Solar energy collectors shall be permitted only to provide power for use by
owners, lessees, tenants, residents, or other occupants of the premises on which they are
erected.

SECTION 4: PERMITTING

A. No solar energy system or device shall be installed or operated in the Village
except in compliance with this Ordinance.

B. Rooftop/Building Mounted Solar Collectors: Such solar collectors are permitted
in all zoning districts in the Village for residential use only and subject to the following:

1. Building permits shall be required for installation of all free standing or ground
mounted solar collectors and all rooftop and building-mounted solar collectors. All
applications for solar energy systems shall be accompanied by to-scale horizontal and
vertical (elevation) drawings to show the location of the system on the building or the
respective property, including property line.

2. Height limitations for any system shall no exceed the height as is reasonable
necessary to accomplish the purpose for which they are intended to service, but in no
event shall any rooftop or structure mounted solar system exceed twenty four (24)
inches in height and should only be erected so as not to obstruct solar access to
neighboring properties.

3. All solar collectors using a reflector to enhance solar production shall minimize
glare to zero from the reflector affecting adjacent or nearby properties or public rights-
of-way.



4. Flat rooftop exception: Placement of solar collectors on flat roofs shall be
allowed to exceed the height restrictions herein previously mentioned if panels do not
extend horizontally past the roofline.

C. Ground-Mounted and Free-Standing Solar Collectors: Ground-mounted and
free-standing solar collectors are not permitted as accessory structures in all residential zoning
districts of the Village, subject to the following conditions:

D. Solar-Thermal Systems: Solar-thermal systems are permitted in residential
zoning districts subject to the following condition:

iy, Building permits are required for the installation of all solar-thermal systems.

E. Solar energy systems and equipment shall be permitted only if they are
determined by the Village not to present any unreasonable safety risks, including, but not
limited to the following:

1. Ingress or egress in the event of fire or other emergency.
SECTION 5: SAFETY

A. All solar collector installations must be performed by a distributed generation
installer. All installation of all systems shall comply with the Illinois State Electric Code,
Compliance with State Plumbing Code — Solar thermal systems shall comply with applicable
Illinois State Plumbing Code requirements.

B. Prior to operation, electrical connections must be inspected by a certified
electrician and proof thereof shall be provided to the Village.

C. Any connection to a public utility grid must be inspected by appropriate public
utility and shown to be in compliance with the interconnection requirements of the electric
utility. The results of such inspection shall be provided to the Village.

D. Solar energy systems shall be maintained in good working order.

E. If solar storage batteries are included as part of the solar collector system, they
must be placed in a secure container or enclosure when in use and when no longer used shall
be disposed of in accordance with the laws and regulations of the State of Illinois and other
applicable laws and regulations.

F. If a solar collector ceases to perform its originally intended function for more
than 12 consecutive months, the property owner shall remove the collector, mount and
associated equipment by no later than 90 days after the end of the twelve-month period.



SECTION 8: VIOLATIONS/APPEALS

A. A failure to obtain applicable building permit(s) for the construction of a solar
energy system or failure to comply with the requirements of a building permit or the provisions
of this Ordinance shall be deemed a violation. The Village may bring an action to enforce
compliance of the requirements of this Ordinance in accordance with the general provisions set
forth in the Village’s Municipal Code.

B. If a building permit for a solar energy device is denied because of a conflict with
other goals of the Village, the applicant may seek relief from the Village as indicated int eh
zoning appeals ordinance previously duly passed.

SECTION 9: SEVERABILITY. If any provision of this amending Ordinance is declared

invalid by a Court of competent jurisdiction, such involved portion shall not be affected and
the remaining provisions of this Ordinance will remain in full force and effect.

SECTION 10. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and
after its passage, approval and publication in pamphlet form according to law. This ordinance
shall be effective ten days after publication as provided by law.

PASSED THIS H%day of April, 2025.
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